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·DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
INTERFAITH PRAYER SERVICE AT UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS, LEGAL COMMUNITY
DAYTON, Ohio -Ohio Supreme Court justice Evelyn Lundberg Stratton was in the
White House the morning of Sept. 11. She was there to receive a national award for her work in
hastening the adoption process.
She and her husband made it back to Ohio several days later, thanks to a car borrowed
from a colleague. Like most Americans, Stratton felt her faith tested by the death and
destruction of that day, then bolstered by the humanity shown during rescue efforts.
"God has a plan for us all," Stratton said. "We may not see it or know how it will be
played out. But we all have a calling."
Stratton will discuss God's plan and the justice's calling to serve the legal system during
the University of Dayton School of Law's 8th annual interfaith prayer service
at 5:15p.m.
.,.
Thursday, Nov. 8. The service will be held in the Immaculate Conception Chapel on campus.
The service is open to the public. Politicians, lawyers, judges, law enforcement workers,
professors and law students are especially encouraged to attend. For reservations, call Janet
DeBanto at 229-3795 or via e-mail at debanto@udayton.edu.
The service is inspired by the Catholic Red Mass, ac_entUries-old European tradition in
which citizens would ask God's blessing on the work of their communities' legal and public
officials._pn the day before the first Mo~day of October, the opening of the judicial session, a
Red Mass is still held at the Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle in downtown Washington,
D.C., which is attended by the president, justices of the U.S. Supreme Court and national
political figures.
.
"The service's purpose is to invoke divine guidance and strength for our public officials
and those in the legal and law enforcement fields," said Sister Mary Lquise Foley, F.M.I, a
cam£US minister. ~'I think it's particularly important to pray for our public offici~ds and police
.
I
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officers, given the Sept. 11 attacks and the current war on terrorism. The decisions these men
and women make affect us all."
A reception will follow the service at 5:45p.m. in Joseph E. Keller Hall, home of the UD
School of Law.
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For media interviews, contact Sister Mary Louise FQley, F.M.I., at (937) 229-2093 or
via e-mail at mary.foley@notes.udayton.edu, and Evelyn'Stratton at (614) 466-2926.
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